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From the President 
 

Hello all,  

It has been a busy few months in the background.  

I was lucky enough to go to the AOCS meeting in St Louis this year. This is a great 

conference for the oils and fats people and I highly recommend getting along to 

Montreal in 2020. One issue I picked up on is the growing knowledge and capability 

about MCPD and GE. It was good to see the AAOCS Student Award Winner there 

and doing really well with his studies. Well done Bhaskar (see below for more info on 

his trip).  

The 2020 world congress meeting in Sydney is coming along. Sponsors are getting 

onboard and we are getting Abstracts in now. Please get a wriggle on and get your 

abstracts in to be a part of this meeting. We have been able to get some really high-

quality speakers to come along (see here). 

It is interesting to see Eric Murphy stepping down from the Editor role in the Journal 

Lipids. If you want to take up the mantle of this esteemed position, please click the 

link. On Eric, he has been a real leader 

in the health benefits of Lipids and 

thanks you for your support over the 

years.  

Keep warm wherever you are and 

hopefully we can catch up in Sydney in 

February. 

 

Matt Miller 
Above: Matt Miller and Student Award Winner, 

Bhasker Adhikari, at the 2019 AOCS Convention 

http://wcofsydney2020.com/speakers.php
https://www.lipidsfatsoilssurfactantsohmy.com/2019/06/lipids-seeks-editor-in-chief.html?utm_content=buffer0155a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer


Final call for abstracts for the 2020 World Congress on Oils 

and Fats (WCOF2020)  

AAOCS is supporting the Australian Oilseeds Federation (AOF) and the Australian 

Olive Association (AOA) to provide an international lipids conference on our shores 

in Feb 2020. We would love you to present your science at this conference.  

If you want to be involved and present your research, submit your abstract as 

soon as possible here: 

http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php 

All abstracts must be submitted online by midnight AEST Friday 12 July 2019. 

The themes are: 

1. Olive and Speciality Oils 

2. Nutrition and Lipidomics 

3. Processing and Industrial Applications 

4. Food Applications 

5. Trace Contaminates and Analytical Solutions 

6. Plant Protein and Animal Nutrition 

7. Analytical Methods and Standards 

8. Palm Oil 

9. Biotechnology 

Short courses at WCOF 

Registrations for our short courses at WCOF 2020 are now open! Please register 

your interest today: https://icmsaust.eventsair.com/wcof2020/wcof2020-

eoi/Site/Register  

The planned workshops are; 

• Deep frying – hosted by Christian Gertz and Bertrand Matthäus (leading 

figures in the frying world and possibly the last time you will get the chance to 

hear Christian talk on our shores)  

• Mediterranean diet – Hosted by Dr Karen Murphy and Dr Cintia Dias 

supported by the AAOCS 

• Infant nutrition – Co-hosted by the NuMega and AAOCS  

• Olive oil masterclass - TBA 

http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#olive
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#nutrition
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#processing
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#food
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#trace
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#plant
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#analytical
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#palm
http://wcofsydney2020.com/abstracts.php#biotechnology
https://icmsaust.eventsair.com/wcof2020/wcof2020-eoi/Site/Register
https://icmsaust.eventsair.com/wcof2020/wcof2020-eoi/Site/Register


WCOF Student Travel Award Opportunities 

Calling AAOCS Students! There are several travel awards up for grabs to attend the 

2020 WCOF.  

1. The Nu-Mega Student Travel Award will present $500 to a deserving PhD 

student to assist with travel related expenses. Applications open on Monday 

2nd September and close Thursday 31st October. More details here. 

2. The AAOCS Student Travel Award will present $1500 to an AOCS student 

member currently conducting a PhD or has been awarded their PhD within the 

past 12 months. Other selection criteria apply so see the link below for further 

eligibility criteria. Applications close on the 10th August. More details here. 

3. The Oils and Fats Specialist Group (NZIC) will award $1500 to a student 

conducting research in the lipid field. Other selection criteria apply so see the 

link below for further eligibility criteria. Applications close mid-September. 

More details here. 

Keep in mind the criteria for the AAOCS Student Travel Award and NZIC involve the 

submission of a conference abstract. The submission deadline for abstracts is Friday 

12 July 2019. 

Dr Richard Cantrill announced as recipient of the ISF 

Kauffman Award 

The 2020 ISF Lectureship Series will be held in conjunction with the World Congress 

on Oils & Fats, 9-12 February 2020 in Sydney, Australia. The Kaufmann Memorial 

Lecture is given to honour the memory of the founder of the ISF, Hans P. Kaufmann, 

to recognize his contributions to the science of fats and oils and to the development 

of international cooperation in the fats and oils community. The ISF committee is 

happy to announce that the recipient of the Kauffman Award for 2020 is Dr Richard 

Cantrill. Dr Cantrill was previously the Chief Science Officer and Technical Director 

for the AOCS, a position he held from 1996 to 2017. In addition to his current role as 

an independent consultant in food quality, he is a member of the USP Food 

Ingredient Expert Committee, a member of the Joint Expert Committee on Food 

Additives (JECFA), President of MoniQA Association and international 

representative on numerous standards organisations, including Codex Alimentarius 

and ISO Fats & Oils Committees. He has made valuable contributions to research 

with more than 100 referred publications and as an advisor on many lipid-related 

food quality projects. Dr Cantrill will receive his award at the World Congress on Fats 

and Oils in Sydney in February 2020.  

http://wcofsydney2020.com/travel-award-nu-mega.php
http://wcofsydney2020.com/travel-award-aaocs.php
http://wcofsydney2020.com/travel-award-nzic.php


AOCS Student Travel Award 

The AOCS Annual Meeting & Expo was held, in St. Louis, Missouri, USA between 

May 5-8th. Our Student Travel Award recipient this year was Bhaskar Mani Adhikari 

from the University of Queensland. Bhaskar is 

currently undertaking his Ph.D. research on the 

“effect of gas bubbles on the crystallisation of 

dairy systems” under the supervision of 

Professor Bhesh Bhandari. An overview of his 

research and his experience at the 2019 AOCS 

conference is below. Thanks for sharing 

Bhaskar! 

Research 

“This work aimed to study the influence of 

dissolved CO2 and generation of their 

nano-bubbles by low power US 

perturbation on the crystallisation, 

microstructural, and textural 

characteristics of anhydrous milk fat 

(AMF). The dissolved CO2 in the liquid 

milk fat was stable, but an ultrasound perturbation prompted the micro to nano-

bubble formation in the fat from the dissolved gas. It is assumed that the 

application of low power US waves in carbonated AMF melt can overcome the 

intermolecular adhesion forces of gas creating a large number of nano- to 

micron-sized bubbles in the AMF. The bubbles will presumably provide large 

nucleation sites, finally affecting the crystallisation properties of AMF, 

particularly the nucleation, crystal growth and total solid fat in AMF. This change 

in crystal size and number along with the solid fat content in AMF can be applied 

in fat-rich dairy products to alter their functional properties. Thus, the outcome 

of this work suggested that dissolution of CO2 gas followed by emission of low 

power ultrasound can potentially be applied to control the crystallisation 

behaviour and thereby, the physical properties of milk-fat containing dairy 

products.” 

  

https://annualmeeting.aocs.org/


2019 AAOCS Annual Convention 

“Firstly, I acknowledge the Australasian section 

of AOCS for granting me the award to attend 

the AOCS Annual Meeting and Expo 2019 in St 

Louis, Missouri, USA. 

Attending the AOCS Annual Meeting, was a 

professionally rewarding experience for me. It 

greatly helped me to socialize and interact with 

colleagues from other institutions. This trip to 

the USA provided the opportunity for me to 

hear presentations and to converse with other 

researchers. While listening to presentations, I 

was inspired by the research ideas and came 

to know different styles of excellent 

presentations. Listening to the talks was 

extremely valuable, and on top of that, I found that hallway conversations were 

even more fruitful. I tried my best to engage with people in conversations. 

The poster session gave me an opportunity to explain others about my 

research. The visitors in the poster 

session expressed their interests on my 

work. The flow of the audience 

encouraged me to opt for different ways 

of presenting my work to convey how 

interesting it is. I was aware that this is an 

important lifelong skill which I will develop 

by participating in such events. The 

interaction during presentation and 

conversations about the work made me 

aware of what confuses people and 

receiving their ideas and suggestions 

was great for me indeed. I learned a lot 

by listening and by asking questions in 

the Annual Meeting presentations. The 

overall experience of the visit and 

attendance in the meeting was rewarding 

for me.”  

  



Two minutes with Jamie Ayton 

Jamie Ayton is the head of the NSW Department of Primary Industries edible oil 

research program and the Australian Oils Research Laboratory (AORL) located in 

Wagga Wagga, NSW. The AORL functions as both a research and a commercial 

testing laboratory by: investigating the compositional and organoleptic properties of 

edible oils, offering services for routine analyses of edible oils, and detecting 

adulteration in olive oil through their International Olive Council (IOC) and American 

Oil Chemists’ Society accreditation. As humble as he is, upon request for a photo 

Jamie sent one of his team because the work simply wouldn’t get done without them. 

Thanks for sharing Jamie! 

A typical day for me includes… waking up at about 6.45am and making sure the 

rest of the family is ready for school/work. I usually check my emails when I get to 

work and deal with anything urgent. The rest of the day is spent with various tasks 

such as dealing with clients, discussing results with colleagues, dealing with 

instrument maintenance or breakdowns and writing reports or research funding 

submissions. 

 My favourite part of my job is… overcoming a challenging task, whether it is 

finally tracking down a troublesome issue with an instrument or successfully 

completing a 

complex project or 

experiment. 

Away from work, I 

like to … spend time 

with my wife and two 

daughters. By the 

time we have dealt 

with dance lessons, 

netball, touch 

football, homework 

and other extra-

curricular activities 

there is not much 

time for anything 

else, but it is all 

worth it. Also, I really 

enjoy supporting the 

mighty Hawthorn 

Football Club in the 

AFL. 

The AORL Team (L to R): Asumi Willis, Belinda Taylor, Kerrie Graham, Jamie 

Ayton, Anna Fang, Dot Evans, Chris Wallace. 



If I could meet anyone, it would be… I was going to say someone iconic from 

history like Nelson Mandela or Winston Churchill, however, I would be happy to have 

a chance to talk to my Grandfather, who passed away ten years ago, and let him 

know how we are going. 

When listening to the radio, I listen to… I don’t listen to the radio, but I do listen to 

quite a few podcasts. My favourites, at the moment, are Life and Crimes with Andrew 

Rule, which is very serious, so for some comedic relief I also listen to The Dollop. 

  



AAOCS Award for Scientific Excellence in Lipid Research 

The AAOCS Award for Scientific Excellence in Lipid Research is an award to 

recognise a scientist from within the Australasian region that has made a significant 

research contribution towards fats and oils research, either cumulative or through 

one major advancement. 

The award is offered every 2 years in conjunction with the Section’s biannual 

conference and consists of: 

• AU$1,500 towards expenses to attend the AOCS Annual Meeting & Expo 

• Complimentary registration for the biannual AAOCS meeting where the award 

is presented 

• Presentation at the biannual AAOCS meeting relating to the research and 

development which has merited them the award 

• An engraved plaque 

We are now looking for nominations for the award that will be awarded in 

February, 2020. 

 Nominations are now open. Nominations require the following; 

• Letter of nomination with summary of the nominee’s research 

accomplishments 

• Letters of support from at least 2 other scientists 

• Professional biographical data 

o A list of their publications 

o The degrees held, including the names of the granting institutions and 

the dates the degrees were granted 

o The positions held during their professional career 

A person can nominate themselves for this award or be nominated by others. 

Nomination Deadline: September 1, 2019  

• Send candidate material to matt.miller@cawthron.org.nz as PDF files for 

consideration. 

Eligibility 

The candidate must be a member of the AAOCS during the year they are applying 

for the award. 

mailto:matt.miller@cawthron.org.nz


A nominee must have made a significant contribution in basic or applied research 

and that knowledge must either have a significant effect on advances in the 

discipline or hold substantial promise for its effect in the near future. 

Recent Publications 

Honda, M., Ishimaru, T., Itabashi, Y., Vyssotski, M. 2019. Glycerolipid Composition 

of the Red Macroalga Agarophyton chilensis and Comparison to the Closely Related 

Agarophyton vermiculophyllum Producing Different Types of Eicosanoids. Marine 

Drugs. 17(2), 96; 11 pp. https://doi.org/10.3390/md17020096 

 

Nekrasov, E.V., Svetashev, V.I., Khrapko, O.V., Vyssotski, M.V. 2019. Ferns as a 

source of polyunsaturated fatty acids. Phytochemistry. 162: 47-55 

 

Miller, Matthew R., Jonathan Puddick, Jane E. Symonds, Seumas P. Walker, and 

Hong Tian. "Application of a Fourier Transform—near Infrared Reflectance 

Spectroscopy Method for the Rapid Proximate Analysis of the Greenshell Mussel 

(Perna Canaliculus) and King (Chinook) Salmon (Oncorhynchus Tshawytscha )." 

Aquaculture Research 50, no. 6 (2019): 1668-77. https://doi.org/10.1111/are.14049. 

2021 AAOCS Meeting 

The initial planning has started for the next AAOCS meeting, to be held in Newcastle 

in September 2021. Please let us know of any other events in 2021 that we may 

clash with. We are hoping to build off the very successful conference we had there in 

2013.  

Have you got any oils news? 

The Australasian Section of the American Oil Chemists’ Society (AAOCS) is always 

seeking input for upcoming section newsletters.  

Have you done something noteworthy in the oils and fats research area?  

Have you got any fats and oils business or product news? 

Have you published any findings/results/thesis lately? 

Have you been to a conference or expo and seen something interesting? 

Want to communicate it to the AAOCS? If so, we would like to know about it!  

Please send your contributions to our newsletter editor Clare Flakelar 

(clare.flakelar@acu.edu.au). 

https://doi.org/10.3390/md17020096

